PREPARING TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

CHIMES
(The congregation is asked to pray for the blessing of God upon this service.)

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, the
gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and the gifts of your Spirit be our
goal and our strength. Amen.

PRELUDE Plainsong on the First Kyrie Frangois Couperin
INTROIT Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
UNSER HERRSCHER

The Sanctuary Choir

Open now thy gates of beauty, Waits for God who answers prayer;
Zion, let me enter there, O how blessed is this place,
Where my soul in joyful duty  Filled with solace, light, and grace.

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

TACT OF PRAISE Gloria Patri MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

tPASSING OF THE PEACE

Stand, as you are able, and greet one another saying: “The peace of
Christ be with you.” Respond by saying: “And also with you.”
(Children are invited to come forward now for A Time with Children.)

THE WORD

A TIME WITH CHILDREN

Children, ages 2-3 yrs. who will be going to Extended Session and children,
ages 4—first grade who will be in the The Worship Center, may exit at this
time through the right front door, where they will be escorted to the CE Build-

ing.
Leader: As you depart from us now, the children of God say:

Children: God be with you as you stay.
Congregation: God be with you as you go.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
TAFFIRMATION OF FAITH - The Apostles7 Cree(l

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THYMN, No. 438 Blest Be the Tie That Binds DENNIS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERING

. . ] We are marching in the light of God, Offertory God’s Eternal Plan Russell Hancock Miles
One thing have I asked of the Lord, and that will I seek after; we are marching in the light of God. The Sanctuary Choir
To live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, We are marching, marching, O God of the eternal plan, As hearts of men and nations bleed,

O may thy will decree at last,
An end of tyrant’s blare and blast.
O let not creed nor race deny,

Who in thine image fashioned man;
Who in the vastness of thy power,
Created mountain, tree and flower;
Who holds aloft in lonely space, Thy love which fills the earth and sky;
Each throbbing planet in its place; O make war’s withering sway to cease,
Whose boundless love each bird and beast, O Lord God, give thy people peace;
Alike shares to the very least; With faith renewed we come to thee,

O guide us once again we plead, O heavenly Father, hear our plea. Amen.

To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. we are marching in the light of God.

TOPENING HYMN, No. 127 Come, O Spirit BOUNDLESS MERCY PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We are reluctant to admit all the ways we have failed to be
your people. Created to be one Body, Holy Hope, we are often
torn apart by petty squabbles. Called to follow, we push and

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 9:1-4
Pew Bible, page 600; large print, page 780
(Bibles are located in the racks beneath the pews.)

SOLO O Lord Most Holy César Franck

shove for first place in line. Invited to seek your face, we have i ) +Doxology, No. 592 OLD HUNDREDTH
trouble looking our sisters and brothers in the eye. Kathleen Jasinskas, guest soloist o
O Lord most holy, holy and mighty, Dwell thou in every heart, TPrayer of Dedication
You have promised to be our Light, Healing Heart, so lead us O loving Father, hear us as to thee we call. In all our sorrows grant us peace +HYMN, No. 391 Take My Life HENDON
from the shadows of our sin and silliness. You have promised Grant us our daily bread And rest in thee.
to be our salvation, so set us free to explore the depths of your With which our souls are fed, And in temptation’s hour, +CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
heart. You have promised to lead us into your kingdom, so Father, hear as to thee we call. Save with thy mighty power,
show us how to join hands with one another, as we follow our Father, thou art the Lord of all. Father, hear as to thee we call. +RESPONSE Amen African-American spiritual

Thou who almighty art, Father, thou art the Lord of all.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Pew Bible, page 155; large print, page 201
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The Sanctuary Choir

TPOSTLUDE Fugue on the Reeds Frangois Couperin

KYRIE ELEISON, No. 572 Congregation and Choir

Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ, have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us. SERMON The Problem with Favorites Rev. Pendleton Peery

T Worshipers standing if able.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Edwin L. Blewer, Jr.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
by his family.




Elder Reader: George Fritze

Ushers: Denise Hiller, Rebecca Martin, Scott Martin, Terrel Sugar, Sammy Guy,
Allison Schaff

Extended Session: Sabra Bushnell

Worship Center Leaders: Lisa Vickers, Gene Hodgson

Acolytes: Elizabeth Lunn, Emma Lunn

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation
Session Ministry Moderators:

John Frierson Administration friersonjb@aol.com

John Guth Church Facilities johnguth@bellsouth.net

Rick LaBorde Outreach claborde@wpspump.com

David Oliver Stewardship dmo@rcco.com

Lynn Chance Congregational Life LWChance@att.net

Robert Folsom Adult robertfolsom@lendersoption.net
David Butterfield  Youth david@msrlaw.com

Anna Gnann Children annagnann@yahoo.com

George Fritze Evangelism kinggpf@yahoo.com

Bruce Henderson ~ Worship bhenderson@highlandclinic.com
Lisa Schrott Communications Ischro@lsuhsc.edu

Julie Blewer Staff Committee jblewer@djslawfirm.com
Church Staff:

Pendleton B. Peery Pastor

Bryan L. McDowell Associate Pastor
Sarah Cooper Searight ~ Associate Pastor

Hollice S. Watson Organist/Choir Director
Lindsey Wells Peery Director of Children’s Ministries
Cindy K. Natale Director, First Presbyterian Day School
Rebecca L. Mayfield PCHAS Director, Child and Family Program
Ginger Collier Communications Director
Peggy E. Sartin Administrative Coordinator
Susan B. Whaley Church Secretary
Lona L. Lockard Staff Secretary
George L. Beaner III Maintenance Coordinator
Jeff A. McKenzie Sexton
Sherry L. Odom Housekeeper
Lillie M. Sutton Housekeeper
Our Mission

Responding to God’s grace and building upon the strength of our Reformed
tradition, we, the members of First Presbyterian Church, seek to: Proclaim
joyfully the Good News, revealed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ; live as a welcoming and nurturing community of faith through
worship, prayer, study and fellowship; and serve others - at home and
beyond our community with love, compassion, respect, justice and mercy, in
the name of Jesus Christ and after His example. May God empower us by
the Holy Spirit to fulfill our call to be God’s people.

WORSHIP NOTES

WE WELCOME FRIENDS AND VISITORS. This church is for anyone
who wants to be counted as a disciple of Jesus Christ, and who wants to be
included in its worship and work. Thank you for signing your name and
address on the attendance pad. There is an information center with material
about our church and Presbyterianism in the foyer of the Jordan Street
entrance to the sanctuary.

CHILDCARE IS PROVIDED FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN by
Sitters' Registry and church volunteers. Nursery: Room CE-106; Extended
Session during 11:00 a.m. worship for ages 2 yrs.—3 yrs.: Room CE-105 and
The Worship Center for ages 4 yrs.— first grade: Room CE-113.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP! Bibles are available for
use during worship; they are found at the end of every pew. We also provide
Worship Bags designed for children elementary age and younger. The
worship bags can be found in the narthex and at the front entrances to the
sanctuary. Please return them after the service.

WE WELCOME back Kathleen Jasinskas, our SOX soprano from last
season, for a brief visit this weekend from snowy Binghamton, New York!
We are delighted that while she is in town for a vocal competition, she has
joined with our choir for rehearsal and worship and is enhancing our worship
with a solo as well. We are thankful for her talents shared, and welcome her
back to First Presbyterian!

THE IMAGE on the cover of today's bulletin is from a book called 66
Clouds and is used by permission. The image is created by a study of word

frequency in each book of the Bible creating a picture of the central theme to
each book.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us worship God.



