POLICY ON MEMORIAL SERVICES AND FUNERALS

The grief and sometimes even the shock and bewilderment that accompany the death of a family member or loved one often make it difficult to think clearly or wisely.  The following brief statement may serve as a guide and an aid in making decisions about the memorial or funeral service consistent with Christian beliefs and the Reformed, Presbyterian tradition.

The memorial or funeral service of a Christian is a service of worship.  The church is the place where faith is born and nurtured, where marriage vows are made, where children are baptized, where we break bread and drink the cup together at the Lord’s Table, where week by week the congregation gathers to confess its faith and to rededicate its life.  So also the church should be the place where the community gathers in time of death to worship God through word, hymn, and prayer, praising God for the gifts of  goodness and grace, asking comfort for those who mourn and giving thanks for the victory over death through the resurrection of  Christ Jesus.

We come to worship God, to confess our faith in a living Lord, and in this to seek healing and comfort.  A memorial or funeral service is neither an opportunity for unseemly exhibitions of grief, nor an occasion to display affluence in a costly casket or ornate floral displays.  The following statements are consistent with the above principles and are provided as guidelines:


1.
The service on the occasion of death ordinarily should be held in the usual place of worship in order to join this service to the community’s continuing life and witness to the resurrection.  The service shall be under the direction of a pastor of First Presbyterian Church.  Others may be invited to participate as leaders in the service at the discretion of the officiating pastor.  The service will follow a printed bulletin distributed to worshipers as they enter the sanctuary or chapel. 


2. 
The time of the memorial or funeral service will be set by the officiating pastor, who will consult the church calendar to ensure that there are no conflicts of scheduling.

It is the responsibility of the family to assure that the funeral home does not schedule a service before consulting the officiating pastor.


3.
Simple caskets are appropriate.


4.
If the casket is brought to the church, it shall remain closed.



A funeral pall, provided by the church, shall be used while the casket is in the church.  There are two palls, simple yet handsome: one is made of white silk damask, trimmed in antique gold fringe and centered with a gold cross; the other, purple, trimmed in gold and centered with a gold cross.  The use of a pall is firmly within the Reformed tradition and serves to remind us that in the sight of God all are equal in death.


5.
With Respect to the use of flowers in the church, simplicity is more appropriate than lavish display.  Worshipers will wish to focus attention on the service itself; therefore, only one floral arrangement is permitted.  The officiating pastor shall discuss the use of flowers with the family.


6.
Since the focus of a memorial or funeral service is on the worship of Almighty God, caution is to be exercised not to detract from that focus.  Therefore, eulogies, the use of secular literature or music, and the displaying of pictures of the deceased are inappropriate.  Likewise, any fraternal, civic, or military rites should be conducted separately from the worship service.



7.
If the family desires to have a reception following the service, the church shall provide for this purpose either the dining room or the Presbyterian Women’s Suite.  Coffee, punch, cookies, the church’s silver service, and the necessary staff support will be provided at no cost to the family.

Should a more elaborate reception be desired, the officiating pastor will appoint a designated volunteer to assist the family in those arrangements.  The family is responsible for any additional expenses this may require.


8.
Interment followed by a memorial service is in complete accord with Presbyterian beliefs and traditions and is increasingly being chosen by more and more families.


9.
Cremation, or donation of the body, or certain organs to some medical purpose is consistent with the Christian faith and should be given serious consideration.

Informational pamphlets on funerals and memorials are available in the church office.  This publication is helpful theologically and practically as church members make decisions regarding funerals in their own families.

Church members in consultation with a pastor may file special requests regarding their family’s memorial or funeral services in the church office.

